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With his rolling suitcase in tow, Kevin stood at the foot of Powell
Street and considered the hill ahead of him, and the hill above that
one. Who in their right mind would build a city on terrain like this?
But build it they did. None of the surrounding structures were as tall
as the skyscrapers of Manhattan, but like any big city, every
conceivable space was occupied by restaurants and stores and galleries
and, of course, Starbucks. (115)
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[...] Kevin took a seat next to a foursome of teenage boys, dressed in
what must be the de rigueur skater gear: ski knit caps, black T-shirts,
torn jeans. A skateboard leaned behind each kid, and they were busily
dissecting their plates of egg rolls with chopsticks. Kevin couldn’t
understand what the kids were saying because they were speaking
Chinese, but it was plain they were having a great time together. These
kids were about Alexa’s age, and maybe even her type; he remembered
at some point hearing that her not-boyfriend Nate was an avid
skateboarder. (119)
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Whether it was from guilt or fright, Kevin managed to miss the gray
elegance of the enormous church until he was standing at the foot of
its multitiered steps. From the front, Grace Cathedral resembled Notre
Dame, with its rising towers and the round rose window in between,
and he recognized the tall front doors, too, ten bronzed panels called
the Gates of Paradise. He’d seen both of these original structures on
his honeymoon. Alice had always wanted to go to Europe, and that
was reason enough for them to empty their saving accounts to spend
two weeks in France and Italy. As he stood in front of this church
now, seeing a bit of Paris and Florence here in San Francisco made

the world smaller, more intimate, and all he had done was be
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physically present in both locations. (133)
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But all I was thinking was: San Francisco. California, the sun and the
West. Pioneers. Rose. The Promised Land of so many migrants and
immigrants, all those travelers seeking a resolutions nearer to the sea. I
thought: Sam. (159)
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I slide out the copy of These Happy Golden Years, turning to that
passage where Almanzo gives Laura a gold pin as a Christmas present.
On its flat surface was etched a little house, and before it along the
bar a tiny lake, and a spray of grasses and leaves.

I hadn’t read or thought about the description in so long. Now a shiver
went through me as I wondered what was real. Could it actually be
the pin my mother and grandfather had kept? Was it a call, or maybe
a message, staring straight at me as it had all these years, though I'd
never before noticed? Was this the same Rose? (43)
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I didn’t admit to Gregory that I felt suddenly jealous, thinking about
all the family history he had right here for the taking. To be looked at
or not, ignored or not. It was, at least, there. Possible. It could be
pored over and preserved. My own origins were forever vague to me,
lost through language and war, maintainable only through Ong Hai’s

remembered stories that had no documentation. No wonder my mother,
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and now I, held on to that gold pin. (213)
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Down at the sidewalk, I couldn’t help thinking of Newland Archer—
that old companion of mine, suddenly reappearing—turning away from
the life he wanted but didn’t dare to choose. In reality they all lived
in a kind of hieroglyphic world, where the real thing was never said
or done or even thought, but only represented by a set of arbitrary
signs. Somehow, Sam and I had both found ourselves at the western
coast. Did we even know what real thing we were trying to find?
(200)
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Abstract

Narratives of Adoption and San Francisco:

New Geography of the Asian American Novel

Seung Ah Oh

Recently, new Asian American novels are using the trope of adoption in
unconventional ways. Sung J. Woo’s Love Love and Bich Minh Nguyen’s
Pioneer Girl both employ the motif of adoption in their plot, yet unlike the
representative Asian American literary works featuring adoption such as Gish
Jen’s Love Wife, Chang-Rae Lee’s Gesture Life, and Jane Jeong Trenka’s The
Language of Blood, they portray cases of homoracial, inter-country adoption.
Instead of visiting the country of origin in Asia with questions of biological
relatives and reasons for adoption, both protagonists travel domestically to San
Francisco in order to explore their identity. San Francisco becomes an
intriguing city of origin for both Asian American protagonists who walk the
city as flaneur figures with a postmodern sensibility.

Kevin Lee in Love Love observes San Francisco as a cosmopolitan city.
Lee Lien in Pioneer Girl considers it a place of reinvention in the West.
While the history of Kevin’s Korean American birth father belongs to the
social and cultural history of 1970s San Francisco, and not to the ethnic
histories of Asian America, the adoption mystery of Rose Wilder Lane beckons
Lee Lien deeper into an American literary history. As San Francisco is marked

as “origin” or “birthplace” on the map of Asian American itineraries, not as
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destination of Asian migrations, narratives of adoption offered by these novels
suggest the changing mode of Asian American literature that interrogates and
problematizes the ways in which Asian American identity and experiences are

defined, represented, and imagined.

m Key Words: Asian American Novels, Narratives of Adoption, San Francisco,
Postmodern  Sensibility, flaneur, Sung J. Woo, Bich Minh

Nguyen, Love Love, Pioneer Girl

=& F1 2Rk 2017, 6. 30.
&AL 22 Rt 2017, 6. 30.

AR & gt 2017, 7. 10.



	I. 입양서사와 아시아계 미국소설 내부의 변화
	II. 『러브 러브』와 포스트모던 샌프란시스코
	III. 『초원의 집』, 전유, 『파이오니어 걸』
	IV. 아시아계 미국소설의 새로운 지평/지형
	인용문헌
	Abstract

